
 

 

                                 EPHRAIM ORPHANAGE IN HAITI 

Chapin Living Waters Board Member David Nystedt recently 
gave an update from his work with Ephraim Orphanage. This 
project, the vision of a 10 year old Haitian girl, began in a ru-
ral area following the earthquake of 2010. Her desire was to 
provide a home for abandoned and orphaned children.   
 

Today, the children who have come to the orphanage severe-
ly malnourished and often with serious diseases, are thriving 
in a loving family atmosphere, receiving an education, learn-
ing about Jesus, and dreaming of what their lives will be like 
when they grow up.   
 

In recent months, there have been extra challenges at the orphanage due to violence in Haiti.  Roads were 
closed and it was impossible to travel in order to acquire supplies and groceries.  Thankfully, the farm and 

gardens are continuing to do well, and the gardens produced 70% of the 
children’s diet during those difficult days. Our drip irrigation kits are a vital 
part of the farm which feeds over 25 children and the staff at Ephraim. 

“Moise, our best little garden worker” 

April 2020 

Jesus said, Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.  Matthew 19:14 
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At a time of great uncertainty in our world, a prayer written by Michael W. Smith speaks volumes.  
 

 This is the air I breathe... Your Holy presence Living in me.                                                                     
 This is my daily bread... Your very word spoken to me.                                                                            
 And I, I'm desperate for You, I'm lost without You.  

 

With all of our programs and our desire to help others who are suffering, we sometimes forget how 
needy we are ourselves. As our nation tries to contain the spread of the coronavirus, many of us find 
ourselves facing new uncertainties, challenges, and adjustments to our plans.  

 

We are encouraged not to panic because this too shall pass. While this may be good advice, our 
hope is not in elected officials making the right decisions. Our true hope is in the goodness and faith-
fulness of almighty God.  We can never forget the blessings we have experienced are because of 
His great mercy and grace. 
 

As friends of the Bucket Kit Ministry, perhaps in a small way, we can begin to identify with the life of 
uncertainties so many of our clients in third world nations face every day. After all, we are all broken 
people, in need of a right relationship with God and others. It is within a relationship with God that 
we can set aside our fears, placing our trust in His unlimited power and receiving His unconditional 
love. A right relationship with God is the foundation for a right relationship with others.   
 

Jesus came so we could experience an abundant life in Him. (John 10:10) We experience that beau-
tiful relationship by loving God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength, and loving our neighbor 
as ourselves (Matthew 22:37-39).  During a time of great distress, the apostle Paul offered helpful 
instruction for entrusting our lives to our Heavenly Father:  
 

 Rejoice in the Lord always. Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious 
 about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
 God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds  
 in Christ Jesus... Whatever is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, if anything is excellent or 
 praiseworthy-think on such things.   Philippians 4:4-8 

 

When we can't understand, we can trust His heart. We can be refreshed in God's rich promises. 
 

 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, interceding for the saints in accordance with God's will.  We know 
 that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his 
 purpose.  If God is for us, who can be against us?   Who can separate us from the love of Christ?  We 
 are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  (Promises from Romans 8:26-37)  

 

 

 

Words of Encouragement for Uncertain Times 


