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Growing a Mission Garden in our own Backyard  

The Mission garden, in partnership with Eat 
Smart New York (ESNY), Chapin Living Waters 
Foundation, and Cornell Cooperative Extension 
(CCE) Master Gardeners, is growing food for the 
Urban Mission Food Pantry for a third year in an 
effort to increase access to fresh produce among 
low-income individuals. 
The Watertown Urban Mission is home to the 
busiest food pantry in Jefferson County, serving 
more than 450 families per month a five-day 
supply of food. This adds up to around 
250,000 meals annually. The majority of that 
food is sourced through the Food Bank of Central 

New York to obtain economical bulk food purchases through the USDA. While most of that food is canned, dried, or 
frozen, through an ongoing collaboration with Chapin Living Waters and CCE of Jefferson County, a mission garden 
was established in 2017 and is now in its third year. This 60×80 foot garden, right in the city of Watertown, allows the 
pantry to offer a wide variety of fresh, local produce to its customers. In its first year, the garden produced over 1000 
pounds of produce. Last year the total was 1,600 
pounds and the goal for this year is over 2,000 pounds 
of produce, all of which will go directly to the food pan-
try. 
The garden is overseen by Sue Gwise, Horticulture Edu-
cator at CCE, and her team of Master Gardener Volun-
teers. In its first productive month this year, the garden 
produced: 1 pound Swiss chard, 2 pounds spinach, four-
teen pounds of radishes, and 44 pounds of strawberries! 
Other crops include: collard greens, kale, lettuces, peas, 
yellow squash, zucchini, beets, tomatoes, peppers, on-
ions, and broccoli. Says Gwise, “Once again the Mission 
Garden in Watertown is a great success.  Thanks to Mas-
ter Gardener Volunteers, the plants are excellent this 
year and production is expected to skyrocket in the 
coming month.  The strawberry crop was very prolific 
with a harvest of over 50 pounds.” 
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The apostle Paul, in the book of Philippians, gave his mission update. I 
am far from being as Paul but I want to use his outline.   
FIRST  
FIRST -- He reported about his journey and getting out there. Since 
January I have had the opportunity of serving as the Interim Executive 
Director of Chapin Living Waters.  In that time, I have seen the results 
of the legacy that was inspired by the Holy Spirit to Mr. Chapin and 
then to Doug Carlson as they used this simple bucket kit as an effec-
tive tool to get the simple gospel out as Acts 1:8 suggests.  In these 
past months we have heard over and over from former partners and 
new potential partners of how amazed they are with these simple 
bucket kits. I remind them that the gospel message, too, is simple but 
amazing -- that it can change a life for eternity, this partnership of 
watering a seed that's been planted and can grow to become a gar-
den is like the seed of the gospel that can become a fruit bearing  

Christian. (1 Corinthians 9:16-18.) 
Bill and Ruth Chapin and I, just returned from the International Agricultural Conference.   Chapin Living Waters has been a part of 
this for about the last 23 years.  This brings me to the second thing that Paul reported. 
years. 
SECOND -- Paul reflected on Christ's glory. We heard first hand amazing stories at the conference and these last few months of how 
God has used these simple bucket kits to bring not only individuals to a saving knowledge of Jesus but whole communities. In many 
cases these stories came from people who started using the bucket kits 20-30 years ago and are still using them. This encourages 
us to continue pressing on and on for for the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 10:31)  
 
THIRD -- With continuing to get the word out and to help ground believers, we recognize the need to train people how to best use 
the simple bucket kits to grow gardens. We also see the opportunity to share the simple gospel message. There are many mission 
organizations who can and have utilized the kits. We need to strengthen the partnerships we have and with God’s help create new 
partnerships that will collaborate with us to accomplish this goal. (Col. 1:28-29)  
 
We continue the mission and vision from Chapin Living Waters to have a       gospel-first focus (Col 1:22-23)  
 
We rejoice greatly for what God is doing. As we anticipate simple bucket kits 
going out to countries such as Kenya, Nigeria, Benin, Zimbabwe, South Sudan,  
Uganda, and Bethlehem in the west bank of Israel in 2020, as well as the Mis-
sion Garden in Watertown and in other communities in the USA, we can do so 
much together as we recognize that all we have belongs to Him. As a result, 
God is the “benefactor” in our gift giving.  
 
We thank you for your continued prayer and financial support.  We together 
praise God for what He has done and is doing and is yet to do as we continue to move  
forward in 2020.  We ask you to please pray and give as God enables you. 

Current Volunteer Needs 
 Weekly Building Cleaning  

 Handy Person (minor repairs, painting) 

Pray, Give, and Go.  
Would you consider renewing your commitment to:  

1) Pray for God’s Provision for Chapin Living Waters 

2) Pray for a permanent Executive Director for Cha-

pin Living Waters 

3) Share our mission with family, friends, churches, 

and mission organizations. 

4) Give your gifts to help create opportunities for 

CLW to be most effective to others.  


